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BACKGROUND

Due to the forces of the global economy and increased 

demand for traditional ethnic foods, the rate of imported foods 

into the United States is on the rise (Brooks, Buzby & Regni, 

2009).

As noted by the many nationwide imported food recalls and 

import alerts, there has been a heightened safety concern for 

the US consumer and US agriculture.



BACKGROUND
ò The growing volumes of imported foods in the US will approach 

10 million import lines in FY 2011 (FDA,2011).

ò Less than 1% of imported foods are physically examined; although 
100% are electronically reviewed by use of a risk based targeted 
approach (Elder, 2010).



hǾŜǊ ŀ мл ȅŜŀǊ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ b¸{5!aΩǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ Řŀǘŀ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ 
a consistently higher percentage of annual imported food 
recalls in relation to annual domestic food recalls.
The 10 year average of imported food recalls is 71% with a 
low of 63% and a high of 81%.

YEAR 

TOTAL # 

RECALLSIMPORTED DOMESTIC

2000 127 80 63% 47 26%

2001 178 123 69% 55 15%

2002 358 280 78% 78 22%

2003 353 228 65% 125 35%

2004 358 245 68% 113 33%

2005 339 259 76% 80 23%

2006 351 269 77% 82 26%

2007 311 231 74% 80 27%

2008 301 241 80% 60 30%

2009 202 129 64% 73 32%

2010 227 163 72% 64 28%

Average 282 204 71% 78 27%

BACKGROUND



Since the federal Bio-Terrorism Act of 2002 ðNYSDAM took a 

proactive approach by dedicating 6 Bio-Terrorism Food 

Inspectors  to conduct imported food surveillance and 

investigations.

Each of these inspectors are commissioned and credentialed 

with the FDA and have received specialized training on imported 

foods. The training includes prior notice and import protocols, 

feed and food sampling and trace-back.  

BACKGROUND



BACKGROUND

ò NYS Bio-Terrorism Food Inspectors conduct independent and 

joint imported food surveillance.

ò Joint investigations are conducted with federal partners 

including the FDA, USDA - Smuggling Interdiction Trade and 

Compliance (SITC) and Food Safety and Inspection Service  

(FSIS) and US Fish and Wildlife.



SURVEILLANCE RESULTS AND FINDINGS

ò Imported food surveillance has resulted in many food 

safety actions including food samples, food seizure 

and destruction, Class 1, 11 and 111 food recalls and 

FDA Import Alerts.



POULTRY PRODUCTS

Imported Birds Nest

é Verification of certificates and 
permit 

é USDA Permit / Health 
Certificate from Country of 
Origin required

é Avian Influenza affected 
countries



POULTRY PRODUCTS

ò Duck Tongue imported 
from China ðAvian 
Influenza affected country

ò 35 bags ð192.5 lbs 
detained USDA

ò Incinerated ðSITC

ò USDA Import Alert



POULTRY PRODUCTS 

SALTED/PRESERVED

DUCK EGGS
USDA permit and veterinary certificate from country of origin ï

Avian Influenza affected countries



POULTRY PRODUCTS

ò Red Yolk Duck Eggs 

ò Sample for the 
presence of 
unapproved color -
Sudan Red IV

ò Unapproved color 
(Sudan Red IV) used in 
chicken feed to obtain 
red yolk



POULTRY PRODUCTS

Baluts (chicken / duck)

Temperature abused

Label lacks English

Unapproved source



MEAT PRODUCTS

ωIllegally imported ς
Misbranded Fish Balls contain 
pork.
ωpork currently banned from 
China due to Swine Fever



MEAT PRODUCTS

Dumpling skins w/ pork ïfrom China 



MEAT PRODUCTS

Dumpling Skins with 

Pork

ò Origin ðunknown source 

ò Seized by NYSAM

ò Incinerated by SITC



MEAT PRODUCTS

ò Beef products imported 

from Italy

ò No English translation on 

label

ò Prohibited in the US due to 

disease (BSE) status of 

Italy at the time of 

importation 

Simmenthal / Bisto



DEER ANTLERS / TENDONS

Unknown / Unapproved Source



DEER TAILS, TENDONS, SLICED ANTLERS

ò Deer tails, tendons and 

sliced antlers 

unknown/ unapproved 

source ðruminant 

diseases

ò Seized by NYSAM and 

incinerated by SITC


