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President’s Message

CASA Conference in Saratoga Springs

I attended my first CASA Conference May 6 to May 9 in Saratoga Springs and was quite impressed by
the professionalism of all of the presenters and my fellow CASA members. It was a great experience
and I hope everyone gets to attend at least one; I know I will be attending another.

Some highlights of the week:

Presentation on liability for foodborne illnesses. Did you know that there are 5000 deaths per
year in the USA that can be attributed to foodborne illnesses (probably 500 in Canada)? There
are also many that result in permanent disabilities. Patti Waller (an epidemiologist) from
Marler Clark, LLP, PS gave a very interesting presentation on “Determining the Validity of a
Foodborne Illness Claim”.

Dr. Nicholas Calderon, Associate Professor, Dyce Laboratory, Cornell University attempted to
answer the question “Where have all the bees gone?” and gave a interesting history of the
importance of bees to almost every facet of our lives. Recent concerns regarding colony
collapse has people around the world looking for answers. This is a story we all should be
following.

Canada and the United States are both cosmopolitan nations with food offerings from every
culture and country in the world. Steve Nattrass, Regional Food Specialist with the FDA
presented information on inspecting procedures and problems with “Ethnic Foods in Retail
Food Establishments”. We were advised to appreciate cultures but to treat these businesses as
any other business without special treatment or too harsh treatment.

[ was able to introduce Peter Gabriele; he is apparently not the former lead singer of Genesis
but is the Technical Director of Armark Authentication Technologies. He presented
information about “Food Chain Security and Anti-counterfeit Technology”. It was fascinating.

We will be continuing our interesting meetings in Niagara on June 19. Hope to see you there.

Dan Plunkett
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CASA -NFC Meeting - Buffalo Water Authority Tour

Come join us in a fun and educational training event tied in with our June 2008 meeting!

Magara Frontier Conference
BUFFALO WATER AUTHORITY TOUR/MEETING

WHEN: Thursday, June 19, 2008
10:45 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

WHERE: Buffalo Water Authority
2 Porter Avenue
Buffalo, NY 14201
(715) 847-1065

DETAILS: CASA MEMBERS: $20.00CAD/USD per petson
NON-MEMBERS: $25.00 CAD/USD per person
Includes tour + lunch (see following page for lunch details)

DIRECTIONS:

FROM TORONTO, ON FROM HAMBURG, NY

- T'ake the QIEW to Peace Bridge Take NY-75 (becomes [Lake Shore Rd. E)

- Turn slight right and then left on Baird Dr. Continue on Lake Shore Rd. EE becomes NY-5 E
- T'urn right on Porter Ave. - Take I-90 North to Lixit 9 toward Peace Bridge
Turn right on Baird Dr.

Turn slight right onto Porter Ave.

I

FROM NTAGARA FALLS, NY

- Take Robert Moses State Pkwy. S

- Merge onto [-908

- Take Porter Ave. exit, Exit 9 toward Peace Bridge
- Turn right on Porter Ave.

R.S.V.P. by June 13, 2008
Dan Plunkett (905) 937-6347 OR plunkettd@inspection.gc.ca







